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Extract  froc  Interrogation  of  Hideki  TOJO,  23  February  1946,  pp  1-2,  3, 

5-5. 

(pp.  1-2) 

"Q,  At  «het  tine  '•'as  the  last  message  of  the  President  to  the  Erroeror 
received  in  Japan? 

"a  As  I  said  before,  I  vas  teleohonica.lly  advised  of  that  nossage  by 
the  Foreign  Minister  somewhere  around  1  o’clock  in  the  nomine  of 
the  8th  of  December  1941. 

"Q,  Since  this  message  wr.e  addressed  to  the  Enoeror,  why  ’•'as  it  not 
reported  diiec^iy  to  him? 

"A  I  don't  kno  ••'.  I  hat  is  a  Foroign  Ministry  and  an  Inoerial  Household 
Ministry  problcr.  A  message  of  that  character  is  not  handlod  by  the 
cabinet,  but  by  the  In;?.- rial  Household,  though  orrhaps  it  nay  have 
cone  via  the  Foreign  Minister. 

Why  did  the  Foreign  Minister  call  yhu? 

"A  Ho  called  no  because  I  «as  a  Miniiter  of  State  and  thi3  was  a 
natter  affecting  the  nation. 

"0,  What  did  he  say  to  you  in  connection  with  the  President's  message? 

"A  The  Foreign  Minister  reported  to  me  the  fact  that  the  message  had 
cone  and  said  that  he  orooosed  to  deliver  it  to  the  Erroeror.  I 
assented. 

"'3,  When  did  the  Foreign  Minister  say  he  was  going  to  deliver  it  to 
the  Euperoi.  ? 

"A  He  said  he  was  gr. ? ag  tc  report  it  right  away  so  I  think  that  as 
soon  a.s  he  hum;  up.  he  •cut  to  report  it. 

"Q  Do  you  know  when  the  ness  age  ves  delivered  to  the  Erroeror? 

"A  I  don't  knew.  It  was  a.bout  1  o'clock,  as  I  said  before,  when  it 
van  reported  to  ne  and  I  have  the  impression  that  it  "as  reported 
to  the  Errperor  8-  on  eftcr  that,  b'hcn  I  was  informed  of  the 
personal  telegram,  I  inquired  if  any  points  were  conceded.  Tho 
answer  wa.s  that  there  wasn't  much  of  any  concession. 

Do  you  not  kno"  that  the  message  was  not  delivered  until  after  the 
attack  on  P  arl  Harbor? 

"A  Tho  attack,  if  everything  went  snoothly,  was  .to  have  been  a.bout 
3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the8th,  Jao»n  time.  "Cf  course,  *'0 
had  had  no  reoorts,  but  the  message  cane  to  me  a.bout  1  o'closk, 
so  I  think  it  was  delivered  to  the  Erroeror  soon  after  that  and 
before  the  attack. 
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Were  there  not  certain  individuals  in  favor  of  an  attack  on 
America  without  any  warning? 

"A  No.  It  wP8  folt ,  hoMcver,  that  this  vfts  orderly  a  natter  of 
Justifiable  self-defense.  The  diplonatic  procedures,  though 
disadvantageous  from  the  military  standpoint,  had  to  "be  submitted 
to  and  complied  with. 

What  diplomatic  procedure  had  to  bo  complied  ’-'ithT 

"A  The  final  note  h?.d  to  be  transmitted.  Since  this  was  a  natter  of 
legitimate  aolf- c.e fonse,  w©  ’-'ere  not  bound  by  the  anti~wpr  treaty, 
but  as  much  a.;  pooslbie  w©  decided  to  folio'’’  diplomatic  procedures 
and  see  th?>t  there  were  no  slips.” 


(pp.  5-6) 

For  ”ha.t  purpose  was  the  Irparial  Conference  of  6  September  celled? 

"A  It  was  called  to  decide  the  question  of  what  national  policy  should 
bo  adopted  in  'dev  of  the  situation  at  that  tine.  As  I  recall,  the 
main  question  was  that  of  war  or  peace  and  ’•'hat  attitude  should 
be  decided  upon  in  either  case. 

"Q.  At  this  conference,  it  was  decided  to  continue  negotiations  with 

America  and  hope  for  a  break  by  the  middle  ten  dpys  of  October,  was 
it  not? 

"A  Yes,  of  course  I  think  so,  but  I  have  no  materials  here  and  it  is 
difficult  for  me  to  make  categorical  statements. 

nQj  It  was  also  decided  that  if  the  break  did  not  core  by  the  middle 
ten  days  of  October  that  war  would  be  undertaken  against  America? 

"A  It  was  decided  to  plan  for  a  break  by  the  middle  ten  days  of 

October.  The  decision  for  was?  was  not  rede  at  this  conference. 

Who  attended  the  meeting  at  KON'.YE’s  homo  on  or  about  October  12,  19-11? 

”A  It  is  hard  for  me,  but  I  an  sure  that  the  War  Minister,  the  Navy 

Minister,  and  the  Foreign  Minister  ves  there.  I  an  not  sure  whether 
the  President  of  the  Planning  Board  vps  there  or  not,  but  the  three 
important  ones  were  the  three  I  have  mentioned. 

”0,  Whpt  vrs  the  purpose  of  the  neeting  and  what  occurred  there? 

"A  Ac  I  recall  them.,.  I  think  the  reasons  for  the  conference  were  as 

follo’-’s:  In  the  first  -'lace,  the  middle  ten  days  of  October,  ’-hich 
had  been  set  as  the  tine  by  which  v»e  v-ould  strive  f or  a  favorable 
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diplomatic  turn,  were  upon  ue.  The  Japanese  proposal  for  a 
meeting  between  Prince  KCNOYE  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  "been  turned  down  by  America.  The  international 
situation  «as  becoming  more  t*nne  all  the  time.  In  these 
circumstance's,  it  we3  necessary  for  the  Government  of  Japan  to 
decido  more  definitely  just  what  its  policy  vae  to  be,  end  I 
bolievo  that  van  the  basic  purpose  of  the  conference  at  Premier 
KC1UYE '  s  homo. 

"ft  Did  you  not  quarrel  with  K-170YI3  at  that  meeting? 

"A  Ho,  it  was  not  a  quarrel.  Cur  opinions  differed. 

"ft  Differed  on  what? 

"A  Ky  opinion  wee  as  follows!  Japan  *«is  making  concession  after 
concession  in  the  effort  to  effect  a  diplomatic  break  before 
the  niddlo  ten  days  of  October,  buton  the  other  hand,  America 
refused  to  budge  from  her  position  and  made  no' concessions. 

The  meeting  between  Premier  KC1TCY5  and  the  President,  by  whieh 
it  had  been  honed  that  p  political  settlement  could  be  reached, 
had  been  turned  down.  As  "Jar  Minister,  my  opinion  wps  that 
there  remained  practically  no  hope  of  a  diplomatic  break  and  I 
suggested  that  the  tine  h-*d  cor  -  vhon  we  had  better  na.ke  up  our 
nindc  for  war.  The  longer  we  delayed  in  making  this  decision, 
the  more  disadvantageous  the  situation  would  be  for  Japan  if 
war  were  decided  upon  later.  I  felt  thus  because  we  wore  now 
in  the  middle  ten  days  of  October. * 
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